Public Health Law WG meeting, London, June 22, 2018
Dominique Sprumont


Minutes

Participants:
Anders Foldspang (DK), Alena Petrakova (CZ), Silvia Gabriela Scintee (RO); Carlo Signorelli (I); Robert Otok (ASPHER, ex officio); Dominique Sprumont (CH, Chair)
The chair expressed his deepest thanks for those who participate and his full understanding for those who could not. The meeting was hold after the annual ASPHER Deans’ meeting on late Friday afternoon. All presents agreed on the need to set a more convenient time at the next Deans’ meeting.
Carlo Signorelli provided details about the 2019 ASPHER Deans’ meeting to be hold in Sicilia as well as the 16th World Congress on Public Health 2020 in Roma. He suggests that the Sicilia meeting should give more room to other public health schools than the hosting institution, although everyone agreed that the quality of the London meeting was very high. This is more a question of representativity and exchanges between ASPHER’s constituents. Concerning the Roma 2020 conference that will combine the Italian, European and World approaches, Carlo suggested to created parallel training sessions with short courses that could be offered to all participants. Those satellite training could be part of a call and only those which drain enough participants would take place. This could be a unique opportunity to introduce a course on “Better Health Faster: Better Using the Law in Public Health” similar than the Lugano course or the Salzburg seminar. Everyone supported the idea suggesting that the course should be organized through ASPHER and our working group.
Silvia stressed the fact that if there is an important need to train public health professionals in PHL, we should not forget the specific needs of lawyers. In Central and Eastern Europe, this need is more sensitive and special efforts should be made. A priority target (as well potential resource) should be the lawyers working for medical and other healthcare professionals associations. For the next ASPHER Deans’ meeting, Alena considers also we need more exchanges of information (see remark above from Carlo). Anders agreed that at the origin of ASPHER the interaction was more visible, which gave also more coherence to ASPHER’s activities. The chair suggested that we should build on the survey and the potential recommendations we could draw from its results. Yet for this we need to complete it.
Robert stated that PHL is an important topic for Public health, PH professionals and thus ASPHER. We should indeed focus on the survey to clarify the situation and set the next steps for the WG. There is a strong engagement within ASPHER to promote PHL and there will be other occasions to do it in 2018: Lugano Summer School, Salzburg, Lubljana. 
The chair provides the latest information on the survey. It is agreed to prolong the deadline until end July to allow more answers. Some participants volunteered to complete it for their own institution. The chair informed the WG that it has been suggested to create a webpage for the PHL WG to be host on the eCampus ran by SSPH+ (Swiss School of Public Health). There is a convention to be signed between ECDC and ASPHER on setting up a list of available courses within ASPHER covering the core competencies of PH professionals working in the field of communicable diseases (and more). This convention is likely to include a webpage that will be run by SSPH+ on its eCampus. It would be possible for the PHL WG to join this platform to facilitate communication within its contituents. The chair promised to provide more information whenever available.
Anders Foldspang mentioned the 5th ed. of the PH professionals core competencies. He is currently working on the 6th edition and is very open to include PHL in this new version expected for 2019. Anders also indicated that the Core competencies 6th edition should be published in the Scandinavian Journal of Public Health which would increase its visibility. He is confident that the authors would be interested by an input from the PHL WG. In fact, he suggested that we publish the results of the survey in Public Health Review (ASPHER’s journal). This proposal was unanimously approved. The paper could be a topic for the next WG’s meeting in Lugano.
This proposal brings the WG back to its original objectives, namely contribute to the definition of PH professionals and help better define how to teach law as to reinforce those core competencies. All agreed to move forward. The next meeting will be hold in Lugano on August 29, 2018, in parallel of the Lugano Summer School, just before the module on Better Health Faster: http://www.ssph-lugano-summerschool.ch/2018-programme/2018c2-4_bhf/.
The meeting ends at 19h.
Dominique Sprumont, Neuchâtel (Switzerland)
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